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GUIDELINES FOR POST-GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS

The Institute of Missiology grants scholarships for post‑graduate studies. The number of scholarships is determined both by the financial possibilities of the Institute and by our endeavours to distribute these means among the countries of the Third World as fairly as possible.

1. Conditions for granting a post-graduate scholarship

1.1
The MWI gives scholarships to students coming from Africa, Asia and Oceania and to students who live and work permanently in these continents. Applications have to be sent directly from the home country six months before the student takes up his/her studies or language course.

1.2
A scholarship is granted for MA, licentiate and doctoral studies in theology, philosophy and related subjects. The MWI preferably subsidizes studies done in the home country or home region of the student.

1.3
The candidates are expected to prepare for a task in teaching, science and/or research within their local churches.

1.4
The students must have successfully finished an academic graduate study recognized by the university where they want to do their higher studies.

1.5
The student should not take up his/her studies until he/she has sent in his/her application and until the MWI has taken its decision. Otherwise a scholarship application cannot be considered.

1.6
As a rule, only three students from one diocese or from one province of a religious community can be subsidized at a time.

1.7
In Europe and America only doctoral studies can be financed. Qualifications and degrees required by the university (as precondition for the admission to a certain course) have to be acquired by the student in his home country before he/she takes up his/her studies abroad. The teaching language of the university has to be learned beforehand, preferably in the home country. For studies in Germany good basic knowledge of German has to be acquired in the home country. If necessary financial aid for a 6 months advanced course in German may be offered. 
1.8
If the study costs are higher than the maximum scholarship granted by the MWI, the balance has to be secured by a local contribution and/or a contribution from a third person/institution.

1.9
The candidate should not be older than 40 years.

2. Amount, duration and description of the various types of scholarships¹
2.1
The amount of the scholarship will be determined according to the study fees at the university chosen, to (adequate) living costs (the living costs are calculated on the basis of the cost of living index in the country where the studies will be done), and to a fixed sum for expenses directly connected with the studies. Usually, members of international congregations are granted partial scholarships only.

2.2
The period of time for which a scholarship is granted, depends on the regular number of semesters/study years required by the university. The maximum duration for all higher studies except doctoral studies is three years.

A scholarship for a doctoral study is given for three years. If the PhD degree cannot be achieved in these three years, an extension by one year can be granted. In this case the student has to send an application in which he/she explains the reasons which made it impossible to finish his/her studies in time. The student has to show us reliably that he/she will be able to obtain the degree after another year at the latest. A request for an extension needs a written confirmation of the thesis supervisor.

A scholarship can be cancelled before its date of expiration in case of serious violations of the conditions under which the scholarship has been granted.
During their studies priest students should not engage themselves in regular pastoral work in order to avoid an undue prolongation of their studies.



2.3
A grant for research and field work, which has to be proved as necessary for the success of the studies, can only be given on the basis of a separate request. A detailed plan of the work to be done, a cost and financing plan, as well as a recommendation of the thesis supervisor have to be sent together with the application.

Scholarships for field and research studies can be granted for a limited period. The amount of the regular post-graduate scholarship will be taken into account.

2.5
A grant for the publication of the academic final thesis can be applied for separately. An expert opinion on the importance of the publication for the local church should be presented.

3. Application procedure

3.1
The applicant is the student him-/herself, the local church authority or the academic institution which sends him/her for his/her higher studies. Applications have to be sent directly to the MWI.

3.2
The following documents have to be attached to the application:

· a short curriculum vitae

· certificates on previous academic qualifications

· an attestation of the university certifying that the student will be accepted for the intended studies

· subject (i.e. exegesis, dogmatics)

· expected duration of studies

· beginning of studies

· intended graduation

· explanation of the connection between the intended studies and the future engagement

· financing plan

· recommendation for the application by the local church authority or the responsible academic institution implying a guarantee for the later employment of the student.

3.3
Travelling expenses to and from the place of studies are not financed by the MWI. When applying for the scholarship the student has to prove that the travelling expenses are covered by someone else.

4. Commitments of the student

4.1
Upon arrival at the place of studies, the student is requested to forward his/her address and any further change of address to the MWI.

4.2
At the end of each study year, the student is requested to send a brief report confirmed by his/her supervising professor on his/her studies to the MWI.

4.3
Together with the study report, the student sends a financial report on the use of his/her money. The student is expected to inform the MWI about any extra activities and extra income.

4.4
The MWI organises meetings for its scholarship holders in Europe. The student is requested to take part in the meeting he/she is invited to.

4.5
After completion of studies the student sends a final report and one copy of his/her thesis to the MWI. And he/she informs the Institute about his/her future work and address.

5. Payment modalities

5.1
The scholarship is paid in annual instalments.

5.2
The first instalment is paid after the student has signed the modalities, inserted his/her bank account and returned one copy to the MWI. By his/her signature the student accepts our conditions.

5.3
The payment of further instalments of the scholarship depends on the fulfilment of the conditions listed under 4.1‑4.4.
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�For those who study in Germany the following rules will be modified according to the regulations of the Albertus Magnus Program which are binding for the MWI. �
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