INTRODUCTION

In a contribution to a conference recently held in the University of
Seville, Fred Dallmayr invokes the reaction of an international
judicial luminary to the way Saddam Hussein was displayed before
the world-press and TV screens “shackled and dishevelled”.! This
is “*pretty much what the Roman Emperors used to do to defeated
barbarian kings”. In a melancholic tone he adds that things have
remained much the same since the time of Caesar in spite of the
“Christian Civilisation™.

I think it would be more accurate to say that humanity did
take efforts to rise up and move forward in civility, but the point is
that events like the wars on Afghanistan and Iraq have thrown us
back to the abyss, raising basic questions about humanity, its
survival and its future, specially for its weaker members. The
reason is not far to seek: We live in a period in which Empire and
alobalisation, hierarchy and justificatory universalism rule the day.
The net result is the creation of a world gripped by insecurity and
devoid of hope. This is true as much of the developed world as of
the developing ones, albeit originating from different sources.

It is interesting to note that the insecurity caused by plague in
Medieval Europe led people, as Norman Cantor notes, to the search
of pleasures precisely because all that one has is the present, and

! Fred Dallmayr, “Empire or Cosmopolis? Civilisation at the Crossroads™, a
paper presented at the International Conference held at the University of Seville.
Spain, on “Neo-Colonialism in North-South Relations”, 2-6, March 2004. The
jurist whose comment he is invoking is Francis Boyle, professor of international
law at the University of Illinois.
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no one knows what could occur the next moment.” Today’s culture
of consumerism and pursuit of pleasure are symptoms of deep
msecurity, and not of contentment and hope.’ For instance, the
frustration deriving from sheer lack of a job among the unemployed,
and the fear among the employed of being thrown out at any
moment with no future prospects, are a deeply worrying situation.
In developing countries, the volatile and unjust political situation,
and the negation of bare necessities of life drive people to have
recourse to terrorist suicides or starvation suicides — in both cases,
the root-cause 1s simply desperation.

Could the utopias of the past come to our aid? The answer
has to be unfortunately in the negative. The disenchantment with
many past utopias is due to the fact that, while they mystify human
consciousness, they were unable to move the victims towards a
realistic goal. Moreover, in terms of strategy, they were steered
by the elites who claimed to represent the people — while in fact,
most often they did not — and even more, exploited them for their
power and vested interests, as the dynamics of many revolutions
have borne witness.

The Onslaught of a Conservative “Reveolution”

It appears that globalisation today plays some kind of mythical
role as revolution did in the past, and could be considered as its
functional equivalent. Writing the history of Russian Revolution,
Leon Trotsky observed, “the most indubitable feature of a
revolution is the direct interference of the masses in historic events.
... The history of a revolution is for us first of all a history of the
forcible entrance of the masses into the realm of rulership over
their destiny”.* Despite the cosmetic use of modern terminologies,

2 Cf. Norman F. Cantor. In the Wake of the Plague. The Black Death and
the World It Made, Perennial. New York, 2002,

3 Cf. Zygmunt Bauman, Trabajo. consumismo v neuvos pobres, Gedisa
Editorial, Barcelona, 1999.

* Leon Trotsky, The History of the Russian Revolutior, Piuto Press, London,
1985 (3rd impression).
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plobalisation as a project is a conservative revolution taking the
world to the restoration of capitalism without restraint.” It isnota
revolution of the people, but manufactured for the people by others
whia reap the benefit as the tyranny and terror that followed many
revolutions in the past amply demonstrate.

Globalisation is a mystification which is naked violence
dressed up in respectable apparel for public appeal. It could hardly
be a matter of hope as much as the past revolutions were for the
ordinary people. | think, in these circumstances, advocating
plobalisation as the newfound hope for the developing countries
would be tantamount to Spain advising Switzerland to invest its
entire wherewithal to build up a strong navy to defend itself!

The Loss of Legacies and the Poor as Defenders of
Reason and Humaneness

A pall of gloom envelops humanity as some of the important
aclievements of its centuries long struggle are thrown to the winds
overnight. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948),
which the United Nations saw as the “common standard of
achievement for all peoples and all nations™, is seriously threatened
today. International law and conventions regarding the treatment
ol prisoners and under-trials have been eroded by the claim of
cxceptionalism by the Empire. In the realm of labour, the struggles
waged by the working class for their legitimate rights and security
ol employment for the past one hundred and fifty years are brought
fo raught by casualisation of labour which is a pliable form of

* Despite all my respect for the perceptive comments of the journalist Thomas
Fricdman on many issues of contemporary times. I find myself not able to share
fis view that the “way forward™ is to make globalisation work for the poor,
s contradicts the actual experience in the developing world. It is an attempt
to [it the square into the round! Cf. Thomas Friedman, The Lexus and the
Olive Tree, Anchor Books, New York, 2000. For a professionally critical
perspective, one may refer to the scholarly and insightful work of the Nobel
Laureste for economics. Joseph Stightz, Globalisation and Its Discontents,
Penguin Books, London, 2002.
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domination.” The social entitlements no longer have any place.
All are to be surrendered on the altar of the Empire and the market,
s0 it would seem.

These legacies are replaced with queer fogic and opportune
ideologies. As in the past, the present Empire too is based on
ideological justification for its domination. We are all witnesses
to the unabashed and routine “collateral damage”™ explanation after
the murder of the innocents, and the dogma of “pre-emptive strike™
as causa belli. Such ideological shibboleths of the Empire have
lost credibility. The victims have begun to realise through their
native wisdom that the concern of the Empire and liberal capitalism
for the poor is as much real as the tears of the wolf seeing the lamb
getting wet in the rain.

In the face of such developments, when even international
institutions are unable to restrain the course of events, much fess
challenge them, for the victims there remains no other means than
to turn to their rich local resources to keep burning the flame of
hope and dream for another world. in a world in which the Empire,
globalisation, hierarchy and hegemonic universalism are at work,
ironically, the poor, through their resistance, have become the
defenders of reason by unmasking the abuse of power and its
arbitrariness by the Empire, desperately trying to cover its moral
nakedness with a semblance of reason. In their own way and with
local intellectual and cultural resources, the victims question what
is taken to be self-evident, namely, that there is no alternative to
the present model of economy, and that maximisation of profit is
the ultimate human happiness. They also challenge the divorce
between the economic and social, which serves to bury the ideal
of the welfare state.

The Well-springs of Humanity

By turning to their own focal resources, peopie respond to the

¢ Cf. Pierre Bourdieu, Acts of Resistance. Against the Tyranny of the Market,
The New Press, New York, 1996.
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crisis that envelopes their daily lives, and the destiny of humanity
at large. 1 do not think that events like the World Social Forum or
~ the dramatic protest at Seattle against WTO have the capacity either
o pull down the Empire or to arrest globalisation. However, these
have high symbolic value, and new symbols indeed are the need
~ of the hour. These events represent the confluence of many streams
ol dissent and protest springing from local sources to form a mighty
fiver.

The local resources invite us to direct our attention to the
* deep humanity inherent in human beings that goes beyond
- considerations of one’s advantages and profits, and beyond the
__deology of competence. I am reminded of a parable of Mencius,
~ the disciple of Confucius. If a child were on the brink of falling
~ into the well, we spontaneously reach out to save it. And this is not
~done to win public acclaim or to merit the gratitude of the parents
~of the child.” 1t is simply something which our humanity deep
down within us impels us to do. The local resources of ordinary
peaple are replete with deep humanity, and they have found
expression in their practices of daily life, their stories, songs,
proverbs and so on.

Ailluence creates a weak person and a fragiie cufture. On the
othier hand, the confrontation with human suffering and response
i terms of compassion has developed in the victims some of the
vialues we require to sustain a different world - solidarity,
lumaneness. the spirit of sharing, the technique of survival,
rendiness for risk-taking, endurance and steely determination in
the midst of adversities. In the world of the victims, unlike in the
world of the Empire and globalisation, the good does not get
ulentified with the “successful”. The good and the just are ideals
the world needs to relentlessly strive after. Some of these values
und perceptions have got crystallised in their culture of every day

CF Judith A Berling, © Threads of *Hope” in Traditional Chinese Religions™,
i Draned | Overmyer and Chi-Tim Lai (eds) Interpretations of Hope in Chinese
Heligions and Christianity, Christian Study Centre for Chinese Religion and
Cultire, Hong Kong, 2002, p. 8.
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future world help them face their lives with courage at the
individual and collective levels,

Generating Hope — The Dynamics of Resistance

The hope for tomorrow lies in the resistance of today. But the
resistance against the Empire and globalisation often assume an
ambivalent character. On the one hand there is the practical
necessity to comply with the existing order of things; on the other,
there is the refusal to surrender and acquiesce to the inevitable.
What appears as compliance out of survival necessity, co-exists
with the practice of resistance. At an individual level, Galileo
exemplifies this situation, and he is a metaphor for the plight of
the subordinated peoples. While he had to exteriorly assent to the
view that the earth does not move, something which the infamous
Roman Inquisition demanded of him, yet his spirit triumphed when
at the conclusion of the trial he whispered sotto voce ‘e pur si
muove ' {...and yet it moves). In most local traditions, we have the
example of an interplay of acquiescence and resistance.

The resistance may not always be open, but it is there, and it
manifests itself in innumerable ways and forms in daily life. This
is true of the way the Dalits (the untouchables) in South Asia go
about with caste-hierarchy and its oppression.® and the peasants
in Malaysia resist the exacting landlords. After extensive field
study, on the modes of resistance by Malay peasants, James Scott
observes:

They [Malay peasants] require little or no coordination or
planning; they make use of implicit understandings and
informal networks; they often represent a form of individuai
self-help; they typically avoid any direct, symbolic
confrontation with authority... It is my guess that just such

8 Cf. S.C. Malik (ed.). Dissent, Protest and Reform in Indian Civilisation,
Indian Institute of Advanced Study. Shimla, 1997; Steven Parish, Hierarchy
and Its Discontents, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1997.
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kinds of resistance are often the most significant and the most
effective over the long run...Everyday forms of resistance
make no headlines. But just as millions of anthozoan polyps
create, willy-nilly, a coral reef, so do the multiple acts of
peasant insubordination and evasion create political and
economic barrier reefs of their own.’

. this dynamics of resistance that has been present since millennia
~at the local level in the various civilisations is now enacted at the
~ larger global stage. The fact that people accommodate to
 plobalisation does not mean that we could, on that basis, project it
- asthe future of the world. For, deep down there is another dynamics
| ot work, namely that of resistance. The resistance derives from the
. experience of the woeful effects of globalisation and Empire on
~their daily lives; it also stems from the realisation of the absence

- ol humane ideals and noble values in the present oppressive order.
~ The forms which take on at the macro level reflect the locai
resources and experiences as could be witnessed in the protest
apainst WTO or in the events of the World Social Forum I referred
to carher.

Arundhati Roy, who has been a fearless voice today against
the power of the Empire and its warmongering, shows how the
small people with their resources can resist the Empire and thus

? James Scott, Weapons of the Weak, pp. xvi-xvii. The author refers to the
South Last Asian practice of accepting kingship symbolically while resisting
thie king and the social order represented by him, and goes on to add: "It goes
without saying that these religious traditions in Southeast Asia have aiso formed
the wleological basis for countless rebellions”, p. 333 1If we analyse the histories
of Independence struggles in many countries of the developing world, we will
sste how through the constant use of the “weapons of the weak™ the colonisers
were led to the realisation that the country could not be governed. Often the
heroes of Independence like Mahatma Gandhi, Sukarno, Kenyata and others
ihunnelled the resistance of the ordinary people into large movements. Cf, Hira
Singh, Colonial Hegemony and Popuiar Resisiance. Prince, Peasadits and
Paramount Power, Sage Publications, Dethi, 1998. See also the important
series published in India with numerous case studies of resistance by tribals and
ather subordinated peoples: Ranajit Guha et al (eds). Subaltern Studies. Oxford
University Press, Delhi, 1982 onwards.








































